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welcome
To the Artivate Community:

It is my pleasure to present this report on Artivate’s progress and bring you up-
to-date on the latest developments with this dynamic organization. The 2017 fiscal 
year closed at a time of strengthening the organization within what we do best. 
After moving the office, changing our name and initiating a rebranding effort, we 
are pleased to report that on June 30, 2017 we concluded the fiscal year with a 
positive financial position.

Our success over these twelve months is based on the connections to and 
collaborations with our clients and partners across the region. We continued to 
focus on schools throughout Maryland, DC, and northern Virginia through our 
work with teachers, administrators, and PTA/PTO representatives. In addition, we 
collaborated with libraries, community centers, and cultural and performing arts 
centers to support and enhance their offerings to their audiences. Whether in 
traditional or non-traditional educational settings, our emphasis is on connecting 
presenters and providers with teaching artists who will help them reach their 
programming goals.

We remain committed to working with skilled professional teaching artists, two 
thirds of whom live here in the metro DC region, and one third of whom tour this 
area from other parts of the US and Canada. Out of all the investments made by 
Artivate in support of the arts across the region, it is the direct payment of nearly 
a half million dollars each year to these talented artists that provides our strongest 
mission-based return. We are honored to work with each one of these artists and 
are pleased to support their work as they continue to develop and succeed as 
professionals.

Finally, it is important to acknowledge the hard-working, dedicated staff of Artivate 
for an excellent year : Manique Buckmon, School and Community Programs 
Manager; Christina Walton, Office Manager; Diana Schenck, Director, Artist and 
Community Programs; and Claire Schwadron, Senior Director, Project Youth 
ArtReach. 

Your support makes all of this possible. Peruse the following pages, and feel free to 
contact me to talk more about your role in our continued success.

James E. Modrick, Executive Director

“

from the board

Our success is based in the connections and collaborations 
with our clients and partners throughout the region. ”

We are proud to serve Artivate, an arts education outreach non-profit 
organization that, for 22 years, has connected artists and arts-based learning 
programs to millions of students and other community members all over 
Maryland, the District of Columbia and northern Virginia. Through our work on 
the Board, we commit to Artivate’s mission to enliven, educate, empower and 
engage people through the arts. 

We have so many stories to share about Artivate’s achievements. We have seen 
students laugh and clap as they awaken to the power of hip-hop and rock-n-roll 
cello; sing and play with South American guitar and African or Japanese drumming; 
and re-tell from memory Native American animal tales, acting out the different 
characters while absorbing the life lessons of the parables. We have seen the 
mosaics and lanterns made by men and women in correctional facilities, working 
purposefully with teaching artists -- sometimes even creating art side by side with 
police officers, to bridge that divide -- in a setting where choices and voices are 
limited. 

At a time when fear of difference divides our country, we believe more strongly 
than ever in the critical work of Artivate’s artists, many of whom practice and 
teach the Arts of diverse cultures, to connect to and engage with young people 
and others in need. 

When artists teach, create and perform with people from different cultural groups, 
or when people engage in the Arts together, the human connections they forge 
become primary, and the differences can be celebrated and appreciated. The arts 
not only give us tools to express feelings about our lives in the world, they make 
us human. 

Board of Directors

we share a 
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of creative 
communities



George’s Counties. Program planning partners at M-NCPPC venues like Publick 
Playhouse and Harmony Hall continue to work with our staff to choose artists 
and programs that support their own programming goals with high quality, 
multi-cultural arts performances. 

• In the spring, we were pleased to expand our working relationship with the 
Glen Echo Park Partnership for Arts and Culture (GEPPAC) by partnering 
with them to plan arts programming for their newly reimagined family event, 
Carousel Day. Performances spotlighting Arab music and culture and traditional 
Japanese drumming (taiko) brightened the day and supported GEPPAC’s goal 
of including more authentic, engaging multi-cultural arts experiences for their 
thousands of Carousel Day attendees.

• A significant relationship for Artivate is the work of Project Youth ArtReach 
with The Choice Program of the Shriver Center at the University of Maryland 
Baltimore County. In June of 2017, we brought closure to an important project 
with the installation of “Uprising to Art Rising” at the Baltimore City Police 
Headquarters. This “peace circle” is a glass-tile mosaic mural created by Choice 
Program youth working side-by-side with Baltimore City Police officers in April 
of 2015. The name of the mural acknowledges the influence of the unrest that 
engulfed the city just days after the mosaic’s completion. Since 2005, Project 
Youth ArtReach has engaged Choice Program youth in creative, collaborative, 
and transformative arts projects.

St. Coletta School truly enjoyed having Christylez Bacon 
here. His interactions with our students were positive and 
he really wanted to adapt for students with special needs. 

It was a fun day for all of our staff and students!

“

”

Over 22 
years we have 

facilitated more 
than 27,000 

programs 

From July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017, Artivate 
facilitated over 1,300 artist performances and 

workshops in 500 sites reaching nearly 230,000 students 
and teachers, as well as youth and adults in and out of schools. This includes over 
85 hours of artist workshops with court-involved youth through Project Youth 
ArtReach.

• An important aspect of our approach to school and community programming 
is the creation of sustained and ongoing relationships with program presenters. 
One such relationship is our continued partnership with the Performing and 
Visual Arts (PVA) Magnet Program of Anne Arundel County Public Schools, 
now in its fourth year. During the 2016-2017 school year, we expanded our 
programming with the PVA to include eight master class intensives, two artist 
residencies, and one day-long vertical master class intensive. These programs 
provide critical curricular elements for students’ required coursework, as well 
as opportunities for our artists to extend their work and collaborate across art 
forms. 

• While schools are central to our efforts, community venues are increasingly 
a place to reach people where they are. Our work with the Maryland-
National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC), in particular, 
grew substantially during the 2017 fiscal year, as more than a dozen Artivate 
artists performed for school and family audiences in Montgomery and Prince 

More than 33% of 
program participants 
are low-income 
students

highlights

St. Coletta of Greater Washington, Washington, DC



• As the fiscal year came to a close, Project Youth ArtReach Director Claire 
Schwadron and artist Carien Quiroga were invited to teach at a national 
conference on Arts in Corrections: Opportunities for Justice and Rehabilitation 
at Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles, California. Their participation 
in this conference confirmed the quality and effectiveness of Project Youth 
ArtReach, and demonstrated the regional leadership and national recognition 
of this ongoing effort to creatively engage and support a chronically 
underserved community.

• We remain committed to an artist roster that includes a wide variety of art 
forms and cultural traditions, and an approach to artist relationships that 
emphasizes partnership, collaboration, and growth. We welcomed four new 
artists to our roster in 2016-2017 (Flow Circus, Mark H Rooney, Leila Cabib, 
and Prakriti Dance) and collaborated with several continuing roster artists (Billy 
B, Cello Fury, Gerdan, and Snowday) to develop new programs that explored 
artists’ skills and interests and brought fresh ideas to our clients and partners. 
Our Emerging Teaching Artist initiative continued to guide and advance the 
work of artists Madhvi Venkatesh (Prakriti Dance) and Wytold, and many artists 
contributed ideas for future professional development opportunities through 
an in-depth artist survey.

We have already 
served over 

5,000,000 youth 
and families

Andes Manta recently performed for our school and 
provided a transformational experience for our community. 
The level of talent was exceptional and children continued 

to talk about the program for weeks afterward.

“

”

• Our “out of school time” efforts continue to expand as we develop unique 
programs with a variety of partners and funders. This year we provided arts 
programming for Maryland students in afterschool and summer camp sites 
in Takoma Park, Wheaton,  Germantown, and Baltimore.  With support from 
The Jim and Carol Trawick Foundation, we offered another year of the Takoma 
Wings Academy Summer Camp program for middle schoolers in collaboration 
with Big Learning. This creative approach to the art, science, and physics of 
flight featured a week at the College Park Aviation Museum located at the 
oldest, continuously operating airport in the world. Also through the Trawick 
Foundation, our teaching artists led students in songwriting, animation, and 
mosaic art as part of a year-long collaborative S’Team Sligo project at Sligo 
Middle School. During the summer, students at Watkins Mill High School in 
Germantown engaged in West-African drumming workshops, and students 
in grades K-8 enjoyed music-focused workshops at twenty different summer 
camp sites throughout Baltimore County.

• Artivate was honored to provide centerpieces for the 2016 Montgomery 
County Executive’s Ball for the Arts & Humanities, held in December. Through 
Project Youth ArtReach, lead artist Carien Quiroga worked with incarcerated 
women at the Montgomery County Correctional Facility to create patterns on 
parchment paper that were fashioned into illuminated cylindrical towers and 
featured on some 100 tables for the county’s largest fundraising event for the 
arts.

- The Country School, Talbot County



financials

FY 2017 INCOME - $970,842
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Artivate is grateful to acknowledge an extraordinary 
gift from the Beth Sullivan estate in FY 2017.



Board of Directors
Julie Mack - President

Kathy Bradham - Vice President

Don Hague - Treasurer

Erin Neill - Secretary

Ronesha Butler

Greg Bruch

Randy Chin

Rouane Itani

Priscilla Peterson

Kimberly Singletary

Andrew Stevens

Staff
James Modrick 
Executive Director

Claire Schwadron 
Senior Director, Project Youth ArtReach

Diana Schenck 
Director,  Artist and Community Programs

Manique Buckmon 
Program Manager, School and Community 
Programs

Christina Walton 
Office Manager
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Michael Dalto
Ashley Garrett
Catherine and Isiah Leggett
James and Angela Modrick
Cliff Moy
Kathy Michels
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Barbara Dalto
Busy Graham
Charles and Margaret Levin 
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Janine Linden
Julie Mack
Jody Marshall
Marc Mauer

$100+
Jacqueline Achmedow
Promise Ann Ahlstrom
Stefan Bradham
Dianne Curran
Eliza and Dan Carney
Peter Dalto
LaMar Davis
Teresita Ferarra
Marian Fryer
Nancy Graham
Seth Grimes

Haussler & Associates, LLC
Eleanor Holsopple
Pamela Isreal
Elizabeth Keeler
Sabine Kolbeck
Sherryl Marshall
Sandy Moore
Not Your Average Joe’s, 

Silver Spring
Cricket Parmalee
Judith Rae Peres
Priscilla and John Peterson
David Peña
Revere Bank 
Reemberto Rodriguez and 

Geraldina Dominguez
Mark and Elizabeth Roush
Yoshitatsu and Shizuko Sei
Georg and Janet Simon
Linda Simon
Robert Veiga
Laurie Welch
Rivka Yerushalmi

In-Kind Support
American Visionary Art 

Museum
Barbara Hardaway
Centerstage
Cliff Moy
Emily Glazer and Karl Kosok
Maryland Youth Ballet
Performing Arts Center for 

African Cultures
School of Rock Silver Spring
Signature Theatre
Strathmore Music Center

FY2017 – July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017.

thank you to our donors board & staff



MISSION 
Artivate engages communities to create interactive arts experiences that 
inspire learning. 

We offer arts-based learning that motivates and invites audiences to 
participate through performances and workshops representing a wide 
range of artistic disciplines and cultural traditions in order to captivate the 
imagination and activate human potential. Through our focus on education, 
we enable access to the arts for all, particularly under-resourced communities, 
throughout Maryland, the District of Columbia, and northern Virginia.

The experience that leads to a collective 
sense of “what can we do next!”

engage.

Building strong relationships and 
connections among ideas and people.

 Allowing the creative opportunity to make 
all feel and be included and involved.

inspire.
create.

VISION 
Artivate sees the transformative power of the arts as an essential part of 
community life – enhancing education and creating connections that transcend 
language, culture, and individual circumstances to cultivate cultural awareness 
and a broader world perspective. 

8455 Colesville Road, Suite 202
Silver Spring MD 20910
301.588.7525
www.goartivate.org


